Hortus Vitae

Which is the right relationship between man and nature? This garden does not intend
to answer this question, but rather to prompt to rethink the way man relates to any
other living being and his role in the world through the perception of the deep bond
with Mother Earth, relinquishing for a moment the traditional anthropocentric vision.

The idea stems from the egg, which represents nature perfection and its harmony,
it symbolizes fertility and it’s the origin of any living creature.

The entire project revolves around this symbolic element.

The oval route (recalling the womb) accompanies the wvisitor and encourage him
to plunge into the natural environment while fully respecting it and discreetly observing
the surroundings, adopting a vision in which nature is the only key player.

The heart of the garden is the ornamental vegetable garden, which is conceived
in a completely new way compared to traditional vegetable gardens.
Ornamental plants mingle with productive ones, providing nourishment
both for the body and the spirit, creating an “impressionist” garden, a kingdom of mixture,
full of colours and fragrances.

The ground isn’t dominated nor exploited, but swarms with life and it freely expresses
itself at its best and in the most harmonious way.

The wild garden stretches along the other side of the pathway and it is conceived as
a natural flowering meadow, where wild plants - such as Wild Carrots,
Achilleas, Wild Fennels, and Verbena - grow according to a process that mingles
human rational creativity and nature irrational response.

The ornamental vegetable garden and the wild garden are two different aspects of Mother
Earth, having nevertheless in common the variety and the mixture of species.

They demonstrate a harmonious and balanced coexistence, where impositions
are banned and shapes emerge naturally between magic and enchantment.

The visitor stands in between and, thanks to a little slope, while walking along the oval
path, he finds himself taken up by the two faces of Mother Earth.

A pergola built with intertwined willow branches stands where the two gardens
are closest to each other. This embracing and “moving” structure creates a direct
contact between the visitor and the world of plants, which in turn is animated
by shapes made also of intertwined willow branches, representing dragonflies
and gooses, symbols of freedom, peace, harmony, strength, and fertility.

Walking down the path becomes a sensorial, immersive and simultaneously
educational experience, which encourages to rethink the relationship between
man and nature and opens up new horizons - the origin of a potential rebirth.
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